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CYPRAEALEUCODONBRODERIP,
RARESTSHELL?

By Richard L Johnson

For many years, through many editions, Guinness' Book

of World Records, has Hsted Cy^^raea leucodon Broderip as

the rarest shell. Burgess (1970: 252) pointed out that in

addition to the holotype in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.)

and the specimen in the Museum of Comparative Zoology

(38370) a third specimen was taken in 1965 from the

stomach of a fish caught in the Sulu Sea off the Philippine

Islands. He further noted that both Cyvrcied katsuae Ku-

roda and barclayi Reeve are each known from single speci-

mens. Thus in the single genus Cypraea, there are at least

two species more rare than leucodon.

The 1974 edition of the Record Book no longer figures the

holotype of leucodon, and duly notes that there are three

specimens of it, but continues to regard it as the rarest

shell. Obviously, there is no single rarest shell, but if one

is needed to settle heated altercations in pubs, bars, and

elsewhere, it might just as well be Cypraea leucodon that

contributes to tranquility.
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Note: The specimen of C. leucodon in the Museum of

Comparative Zoology is now portrayed in color on a post-

card, and is available at this writing from the Museum
Shop, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard Univer-

sity, Cambridge, MA. 02138, at lOi each, postage extra.


